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As I sat down to write my report earlier this week, I read back through my first Minister’s report that I
shared with the General Church Meeting this time last year. In that report I reflected on the vision
process that we were starting and the pieces of the jigsaw that were starting to emerge at that point.
If you remember it was on the day of General Church Meeting last year that the Church Stewards
and I shared the draft Church vision and we began our period of prayer together about the vision.
During this last year and with God’s help and guidance we have agreed together the vision that we
believe God has laid before us for Hexham Trinity for the medium term and the ways in which God
has called us to move towards achieving that vision in the short term. The vision that Hexham Trinity
is ‘a place for everyone to question, discover and explore the Christian faith learning to live as
followers of Jesus so more people know of God’s love’ is a vision which should, I believe, shape all
that we do as a Church and helps us to set our priorities and guides us as to how we use our
resources.
As I look back over the last year there are so many moments to celebrate but two stand out
particularly for me. The first of those was in September 2015 when we marked a new beginning,
when we took the opportunity to place before God the difficulties we had faced to let him heal them
and to commit together to go forward supporting the vision with each other. I believe this was a
significant moment for Hexham Trinity. The second was the prayer teaching weekend which took
place last weekend; it was a great time of fellowship, learning and sharing together which I believe
many of us will look back on as a time when we grew in faith and in our praying. When we grow as
Christians in prayer there is no doubt that we grow in our understanding God and the mission we
share in with him. I hope out of last weekend we will see our mission and witness grow as much as
our own faith and prayer lives grow.
The opening phrase of the vision ‘a place for everyone’ is a constant reminder to us that we exist not
for ourselves but for God so that everyone is able to come and discover the saving love of God
revealed in Jesus Christ for themselves and then join with those who are already here in questioning,
exploring and deepening the faith we all discover in God’s love.
The phrase ‘a place for everyone’ is also a reminder that achieving the vision is not just the task of a
few people, coming up with ideas of how we might move towards the vision is not just the task of a
few people, discerning how we use our resources and which ideas we make a reality is not just the
task of a few people. Each of us, everyone of us here has a part to play in working with God to
achieve the vision he has given us for Hexham Trinity. We are all God’s gift to each other, we all

have many gifts, skills, ideas and graces which when we put them together gives us an incredible
resource to work for God here in Hexham. As we look to the future I am excited about everyone
working together to achieve great things for God, for a growing number of people to be involved in
the leadership of Trinity and the different opportunities we take to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ.
On a personal level, as Tara and I look to the future life is going to be very different as we become
parents in April. We would like to thank everyone for their support over the last year and the support
which we know without a doubt will be given in the coming months. When our baby is born I will be
taking six weeks of paternity leave through the new shared maternity leave system. During this time I
won’t be working, but don’t worry we will be around and you won’t have to wait six weeks to meet the
baby! During this period the Church Stewards will ensure everything carries on as normal, they will
be supported by my staff colleagues in the Tynedale Circuit the Rev. Jenny Pryde and Rev. Jane
Cook and two retired ministers Rev. Rob Hufton and Rev. Mike Wilkinson. If you need support during
this time please contact the Church Office or Church Stewards in the first instance who will ensure
you are directed to the right person to help you.
Today I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone here for all that they do to support
Hexham Trinity and it’s work and ministry for God. I’d like to thank the wonderful team of Church
Stewards George, Anne, Pete, Penny, Keith and Anna and particularly George who has been senior
steward this year and Anne who finishes her term as a steward today. To my staff colleagues Alison,
Esther, Richard and Tara thank you for being amazing colleagues and for working so hard for God
and for this Church, working with you each day is a real joy and pleasure.
As I come to a close I can finish this report in no other way than to say another thank you, a huge
thank you to God for the amazing privilege that I have to be the Minister of Hexham Trinity Methodist
Church; being God’s minister here is a joy and a delight which I love so much. As we begin another
year together may it be one in which we again know the blessings of God and in which we all work
together for his glory and to share his Good News.
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