Beaumont Street
Hexham
NE46 3LS
01434 601055
office@hexhamtrinity.org.uk

Sunday 15th March 2020
Dear All,
I am writing to you with regard to Trinity’s response to the current situation regarding Coronavirus.
The Church Stewards, Staff and Pastoral Team are keeping in regular contact regarding this and
ensuring we are following the latest guidance from the Methodist Church
(www.methodist.org.uk/Coronavirus/). In light of the guidance we are:
•

Continuing to hold Church Services and Church Activities, however the guidance suggests
that ‘Older members and those with medical conditions causing weaker health and greater
vulnerability should consider not attending church for the time being if they're worried about
infection. This is an act of mutual care and concern, and is not a desire that people ‘give up’
Church.’

•

Closing the Lent Prayer Room from Sunday 15th March as so many of the prayer activities are
tactile. Please do not let this discourage you from praying!

•

Reminding all those who enter the building to wash their hands regularly with soap and hot
water for at least 20 seconds.

•

Refraining from greeting one another with handshakes and hugs to help reduce spreading
infection.

•

Suspending serving drinks before Church Services.

•

Serving all other refreshments from the kitchen rather than inviting people to add their own
milk and sugar.

•

In services of Holy Communion not greeting one another when we share The Peace and
putting appropriate precautions in place for sharing the bread and wine.

•

Phoning those who we may want to visit pastorally before arriving to ensure people are happy
for the visit to take place.

•

Asking Pastoral Link People to keep in touch by phone, email, text with those in their groups
especially those who are older or more vulnerable.

During this time we would ask you to:
•

Respect the decisions we have made and the precautions we have put in place. If you are
responsible for a Church Group please ensure you invite attendees to wash hands regularly
with soap and hot water for at least 20 seconds and serve refreshments as outlined above.

•

Let us know if you choose to or are required to self-isolate so that we can keep in touch by
phone or email. Please do this by emailing pastoral@hexhamtrinity.org.uk which will inform the
Minister, Pastoral Secretaries and Senior Church Steward or by ringing the Church Office
(01434 601055).

•

Let us know if you would be willing to be a phone buddy for someone who is self-isolating so
that we can pair people up to reduced loneliness and isolation and ensure we can provide
practical help where possible.

•

Hold in prayer all those affected by the Coronavirus and those in the Government, NHS and
Public Health England who are leading the response to the virus. Remembering the words of
Jude Levemore, Head of Mission for the Methodist Church: ‘We are grateful to our sisters and
brothers around the world who hold us in prayer as we hold them. We should not be afraid
“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 2
Timothy 1:7.’

If you are required to or choose to self-isolate there is a service which you can share in at home
which has been produced by the Methodist Church and can be downloaded on the Methodist Church
advice page or from the Church Office. Wesley’s Chapel (traditional) and Swanbank (contemporary)
Methodist Churches both live stream their services and information about this is available on their
websites: https://www.wesleyschapel.org.uk/livestreaming/ and http://www.swanbank.org.uk/livestreaming/
I hope this letter has helped you to understand the precautions that the Church Leadership has put in
place. If you have any questions, queries, suggestions please do not hesitate to get in touch. We will
continue to monitor the guidance responding and communicating as appropriate.
God Bless
Rev. David Goodall
on behalf of the Church Stewards, Staff and Pastoral Team

God of all hope we call on you today.
We pray for those who are living in fear:
Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them.
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace.
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty.
For those people who are worried about attending worship.
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for others
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend.
Grant us your wisdom.
Holy God, we remember that you have promised that
Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ.
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you.
Amen

