Beaumont Street
Hexham
NE46 3LS
office@hexhamtrinity.org.uk
Tuesday 17th March 2020
Dear All,
Following on from my letter on Sunday (15th March) I am writing to update you with regard to Trinity’s
response to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) epidemic. If you are aware of people who are not on email
please make contact with them by phone to share the information in this letter. There are details below
of how those not on email can join a phone chain for the sharing of future information.
As I write I am reminded of the opening and closing verses of Psalm 46:
Verse 1:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
Verse 11: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
We are entering unknown and unprecedented times as a community. Never before have any of us
known the realities of the current situation or the advice that we are being asked to follow. As we face
a very different way of life over the coming weeks we can be sure that God is with, that God is our
refuge and strength, that the God of Jacob is our fortress. As you read this letter, as you listen to the
news, as you make your own decisions about what you do and do not do, please hold onto the truth
that God is with us in and through the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Methodist Church has today updated its COVID-19 advice, which you can find here:
www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/
This advice now recommends that all worship services, church meetings and other community
events like lunch clubs, after school clubs, playgroups and fellowship groups should be
suspended. As a Church we will follow this advice and all Church services, activities, events
and meetings that are part of Trinity’s life are now suspended until further notice. We have also
decided that all lettings of the Trinity building by other groups will be suspended.
Whilst all our current activities are suspended we must remember that God and faith are not
suspended. During this time, we will all need to draw close to God possibly more so than normal. We
will need to find new ways to worship God, to pray, to serve and to show the world that in these dark
times ‘God is our ever-present help in trouble’ (Ps. 46 v1), that Jesus Christ is the ‘light that shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.’ (John 1:5)
As Church we are committed to help you and your families to continue to be disciples of Jesus during
this time. Over the coming days and weeks, we will seek to offer the following:
•

•
•

A phone buddy system for those who choose to or are required to self-isolate so that we can
keep in touch and help practically where possible. Please let us know if you choose to or are
required to self-isolate. Please do this by emailing pastoral@hexhamtrinity.org.uk which will
inform the Minister, Pastoral Secretaries and Senior Church Steward or by ringing the Minister
(01434 603139).
A phone chain to keep those who do not use email updated with the most recent Church
information. If you would like to be added to this please ring David (01434 603139).
Encouragement to house groups and geographical pastoral groups to setup WhatsApp groups
or similar to keep in touch whilst we cannot meet face to face. These groups can then be used
to share prayer requests and encourage each other. If you are going to set one of these groups

•
•
•

up please check that you have individual’s permission to add them to the group and to share
their contact details with others (which normally happens when you add them to the group).
Explore how groups of all ages can meet electronically so that small groups can continue to
meet for worship, prayer and fellowship.
Send an email each Friday with worship material that you can use as an individual, couple or
family to help you to continue to worship God. We hope this will include links to videos as well
as prayers and readings for reflection.
Find different ways to share the Easter story with the people of Hexham so that they hear the
Good News of Jesus Christ during this time.

During this period the Church Staff will be working from home rather than the Church Office please
contact us by email or phone if you have any questions or queries.
Please do share the information in this letter with those who need to know or might be interested but
who may not be part of the email list or are not on email. Please encourage people to sign up to the
email list (by emailing office@hexhamtrinity.org.uk) to receive the weekly worship material and further
updates.
Most of all during this period please pray for God’s blessing and healing on the world. In particular
please pray for:
•
•
•
•

The Bingham Family following the death in Beijing of Sarah’s brother’s wife Claire (not we
understand from Coronavirus). Please pray for her brother Tim and his children who are
currently isolated following their recent visit to the UK.
All those who are self-isolating that they may have everything they need and feel cared for.
For NHS staff and public health officials working around the clock to address the epidemic.
God’s Church that it may shine light into this situation. That as we continue to journey through
Lent that we may hold high the cross of Jesus for all the world to see.

These are without doubt unprecedented times and we do not know for how long we will have to suspend
our Church services and activities. As we enter this period let us remember above all that Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 12:13) and is walking with
us. However, overwhelmed we feel we need not fear ‘for God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7).
God Bless
Rev. David Goodall
on behalf of the Church Stewards, Staff and Pastoral Team

God of all hope we call on you today.
We pray for those who are living in fear:
Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of other’s reactions to them.
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace.
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty.
Help us each to find new ways to worship you, in spirit and in truth.
Help us to find ways to care for one another and not to forget each other.
Help us to share your love revealed in Jesus in new and different ways.
Grant us your wisdom.
Holy God, we remember that you have promised that
Nothing will separate us from your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ.
Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. Amen

