
From: Tynedale tynedale@chrestos.co.uk
Subject: Sunday services - a statement

Date: 25 June 2020 at 13:38
To: David Goodall rev.david.goodall@gmail.com

Dear friends

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the name of God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Government announced this week that church buildings may re-open for worship from 5 July. The Circuit Leadership
Team (CLT) met this morning to consider this.

We share the desire to be able to meet physically together for worship and prayer; we hope that it will soon be safe to do so,
even though our meetings will not be what we were used to.

However, there is much that is unclear in the announcement that has been made. For instance, we do not know what social
distancing is required, whether there is a maximum number who can attend or what activities other than Sunday services are
allowed on the premises. Before church buildings can re-open for any purpose there must be a thorough checklist and risk
assessment, and some elements of those will only be possible when clarity has been given by experts. The Methodist
Church is expected to clarify some of these things in the near future.

In the absence of such clarification we are firmly of the opinion that re-opening our buildings on 5 July would be premature.
We ackowldge also that Coronavirus is still in general circulation, that the effects of relaxing the lockdown are still unknown
and that gatherings for worship are recognized as 'super-spreading' activities.

In all things, we are being led by care for and the protection of our people, and meeting in our buildings should only happen
when we are confident that all are safe and the risks are mitigated.

The CLT will review this matter each month. The next meeting of the CLT will be on 23 July.

We know that delay will be frustrating. This morning's lectionary reading included Jesus saying to the Samaritan woman, 'a
time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.... Yet a time is coming and has
now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the
Father seeks' (John 4:21-23). Places can be significant for us but God indwells his people and no building can contain him,
nor can the lack of a building restrain him. As we await the fredom to gather in person, there are lots of resources available
online, on paper, on TV and radio to help us to worship and serve the Lord, so let's continue to make full use of those
resources.

If you have any concerns or comments, or are unsure about any of this, please consult with your Minister or myself.

This statement is being sent to Church stewards and copied to members of the CLT. It isn't confidential, so please share it
with others who are interested.

Yours in Christ Jesus

Rev Paul
on behalf of the CLT
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